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Period 3 Packet:  
DUE on Tuesday, October 24, 2023 

	
	

	
	
	
	

	

Checklist for Period 3: Check off the tasks as you complete them. 
q Task 1: What are we learning? Why? 

o As a class, we will review the College Board learning objectives and historical developments to understand what we will 
see on the AP Exam. 

q Task 2: Read the Textbook and view the related videos:  
o Follow the pacing calendar given to read Chapters 4B – 6: A New World (textbook pgs. 151B-235) 
o Watch Dr. Ford’s videos that correspond with your reading. 
o You may take notes as you read/view to help you engage with history. 

 

q Task 3 Vocabulary and People to Know: This section is EXTRA CREDIT if you complete in the following way: Please provide good 
definitions for these terms and people on your paper (handwritten – no electronic submissions will be accepted).  
 

q Task 4 Graphic Organizers: Follow the instructions at the top of each graphic organizer as you respond to the questions or provide 
the required information. REMEMBER: you will need computer access to watch the videos. 

 

q Task 5 Document Analysis: Read this packet's primary and secondary sources. As you read, please engage in with the document by: 
o Identifying the point of view (POV) of the author.  
o Highlighting important background information to understand the context of the piece. 
o Who is the intended audience? Write this at the TOP in the space provided. 
o What do you think the PURPOSE of this document was in its time? Write this in the BOTTOM space provided. 

 

All work must be completed in DARK BLUE or BLACK ink! When you take the AP Exam in May, you must write well in INK! Completing 
this document in ink helps you to practice writing in pen.  
 

Reading Quizzes Vocabulary Quiz Unit Exam 
You will have reading quizzes as indicated 
on the planning calendar.  
 
If you choose to take notes, you will be 
allowed to use these on your quiz after they 
are checked by Dr. Ford. *NOTE: reading/ 
video notes are NOT required!	

Friday, October 20, 2023 

Tuesday, October 24, 2023 People to Know Quiz 
Monday, October 22, 2023 

DIRECTIONS:  Please complete the following packet to increase your understanding of Period 1. You may use 
Ms. Ford’s website (https://fordr.weebly.com) AND your textbook to complete all assignments in this class. 
You MAY NOT use Wikipedia! Vocabulary completion on your paper (handwritten) is EXTRA CREDIT! 

https://fordr.weebly.com/
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Task 1: What are we learning? Why? 
The following objectives and key concepts will guide our learning of this unit. As we review, what does the College Board 
want us to KNOW for the AP Exam? 
 

Required Course Content Objectives and Key Concepts Supporting Evidence 
Learning Objective A: Explain the context in which America 
gained independence and developed a sense of national 
identity. 

• KC-3.1: British attempts to assert tighter control over 
its Nort American colonies and the colonial resolve to 
pursue self-government led to a colonial independence 
movement and the Revolutionary War. 

• KC-3.2: The American Revolution’s democratic and 
republican ideals inspired new experiments with 
different forms of government. 

• KC-3.3: Migration within North America and 
competition over resources, boundaries, and trade 
intensified conflicts among peoples and nations. 

 
Learning Objective B: Explain the causes and effects of the 
Seven Years’ War (The French and Indian War). 

• KC-3.1.I.A: Colonial rivalries intensified between Britain 
and France in the mid-18th century, as the growing 
population of the British colonies expanded into the 
interior of North America, threatening French-Indian 
trade networks and American Indian territory. 

• KC-3.1.I.B: Britain achieved a major expansion of its 
territorial holdings by defeating the French, but at 
tremendous expense, setting the stage for imperial 
efforts to raise revenue and consolidate control over 
the colonies. 

• KC-3.1.I.C: After the British victory, imperial officials’ 
attempts to prevent colonists from moving westward 
generated colonial opposition, while native groups 
sought to both continue trading with Europeans and 
resist the encroachments of colonists on tribal lands. 

 
Learning Objective C: Explain how British Colonial policies 
regarding North America led to the Revolutionary War. 

• KC-3.1.II.A: The imperial struggles of the mid-18th 
century, as well as new British efforts to collect taxes 
without direct colonial representation or consent and 
to assert imperial authority in the colonies, began to 
unite the colonists against perceived and real 
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Required Course Content Objectives and Key Concepts Supporting Evidence 
constraints to their economic activities and political 
rights. 

• KC-3.1.II.B: Colonial leaders based their calls for 
resistance to Britain on arguments about the rights of 
the individual, local traditions, and self-rule, and the 
ideas of the Enlightenment. 

• KC-3.1.II.C: The effort for American independence was 
energized by colonial leaders such as Benjamin Franklin, 
as well as by popular movements that included the 
political activism of laborers, artisans, and women. 

• KC-3.1.II.D: In the face of economic shortages and the 
British military occupation of some regions, men and 
women mobilized in large numbers to provide financial 
and material support to the Patriot movement. 

 
Learning Objective D: Explain how and why colonial attitudes 
about government and the individual changed in the years 
leading up to the American Revolution. 

• KC-3.2.I.A: Enlightenment ideas and philosophy inspired 
many American political thinkers to emphasize 
individual talent over hereditary privilege, while 
religion strengthened Americans’ view of themselves as 
a people blessed with liberty. 

• KC-3.2.I.B: The colonists’ belief in the superiority of 
republican forms of government based on the natural 
rights of the people found expression in Thomas Paine’s 
Common Sense and the Declaration of Independence. 
The ideas in these documents resonated throughout 
American history, shaping Americans’ understanding of 
the ideals on which the nation was based. 

 
Learning Objective E: Explain how various factors contributed 
to the American victory in the Revolution. 

• KC-3.1.II.E: Despite considerable loyalist opposition, as 
well as Great Britain’s apparently overwhelming 
military and financial advantages, the Patriot cause 
succeeded because of the actions of colonial militias 
and the Continental Army, George Washington’s 
military leadership, the colonists’ ideological 
commitment and resilience, and assistance sent by 
European allies. 
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Required Course Content Objectives and Key Concepts Supporting Evidence 
Learning Objective F: Explain the various ways the American 
Revolution affected society. 

• KC-3.2.I.C: During and after the American Revolution, 
an increased awareness of inequalities in society 
motivated some individuals and groups to call for the 
abolition of slavery and greater political democracy in 
the new state and national governments. 

• KC-3.2.I.D: In response to women’s participation in the 
American Revolution, Enlightenment ideas, and 
women’s appeals for expanded roles, an ideal of 
“republican motherhood” gained popularity. It called on 
women to teach republican values within the family 
and granted women a new importance in American 
political culture. 

• Learning Objective G: Describe the global impact of the 
American Revolution. 

• KC-3.2.I.E: The American Revolution and the ideals set 
forth in the Declaration of Independence reverberated 
in France, Haiti, and Latin America, inspiring future 
independence movements. 
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Task 2: Vocabulary & People to Know 
Directions: Vocabulary words provide the necessary information to understand US History. Some of these terms will be new vocabulary 
words. Please use either your textbook or the online glossary for each assigned word. Wikipedia or an online Quizlet is NOT your friend 
when defining these words. REMEMBER: This must be completed in YOUR handwriting!!!  
	

Period 3 Vocabulary 
1.  Battle of Bunker Hill 11. Declaration of Independence 21. Stamp Act 
2.  Battle of Saratoga 12. Declaratory Acts 22. Stamp Act Congress 
3.  Battle of Yorktown 13. Embargo Act 23. Sugar Act 
4.  Battles of Lexington and Concord 14. Hessians 24. The Wealth of Nations 
5.  Bill for Establishing religious Freedom 15. Intolerable Acts 25. Townshend Acts 
6.  Boston Massacre 16. Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation 26. Treaty of Paris (1781) 
7.  Boston Tea Party 17. Loyalists 27. Virtual Representation 
8.  Committee of Correspondence 18. Olive Branch Petition 28. Writs of assistance 
9.  Common Sense 19. Republican Motherhood 33.  
10.  Continental Congress 20. Sons of Liberty 34.  
	
	

Period 3 People to Know 
1. Admiral de Grasse 8. Ethan Allen 15. Joseph Brant 22. Richard Henry Lee 
2. Barron von Steuben 9. George Grenville 16. King George III 23. Richard Montgomery 
3. Benedict Arnold 10. George Rogers Clark 17. Lord Charles Cornwallis 24. Samuel Adams 
4. Benjamin Franklin 11. George Washington 18. Lord North 25. Tecumseh 
5. Charles Townshend 12. John Adams 19. Marquis de Lafayette 26. Thomas Hutchinson 
6. Comte de Rochambeau 13. John Burgoyne 20. Nathanael Greene 27. Thomas Paine 
7. Crispus Attucks 14. John Hancock 21. Paul Revere 28. William Howe 
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Task 3: Graphic Organizer 
Period 3 covers America from Later colonial eras through the election of Thomas Jefferson as our 3rd President or from 1754 to 1800. 
This section will focus mostly on the break with Great Britain and the establishment of the Early American Government systems. 
 

Path	to	Empire	GO	
Directions:	Fill	in	the	following	chart	by	explaining	the	rational	for	each	British	action	and	the	rational	for	each	
Colonial	reaction.	(Why	did	Britain	do	it?	Why	did	the	colonies	react	the	way	they	did?)	
	

British 
Action 

Rationale for British Action Colonial 
Reaction 

Rationale for Colonial 
Action 

Proclamation 
of 1763 

	
	

	

Resentment 
and failure to 

comply 

	

Sugar Act 	
	

	

Boston 
experimented 
with boycotts 

	

Currency Act 	
	

Continuing 
resentment 

	

Stamp Act 	
	

	

Boycotts, 
Violence, 
Petitions 

	

Repeal of the 
Stamp Act  & 
Passage of 

the 
Declaratory 

Act 

	 Celebration or 
repeal, 

ignoring of 
Declaratory 

Act 
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British 
Action 

Rationale for British Action Colonial 
Reaction 

Rationale for Colonial 
Action 

Townshend 
Duties 

	
	

Boycotts, 
Petitions, 

Harsh 
Newspaper 

Articles 

	

Tea Act 	
	

	

Boycott, 
Boston Tea 

Party, Protest 

	

Quartering 
Act 1774 

	
	

Protest in 
Assemblies 

	

Coercive / 
“Intolerable 

Acts” 

	
	

	
	

Boycott, 
meeting of 
the First 

Continental 
Congress 

	

Lexington and 
Concord 

	
	

	
	

Paine’s 
presented 
“Common 

Sense” 
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Task 4: Primary and Secondary Sources 
Please 
NOTE 

 

All readings provided are from the recommended reading list provided by College Board. These readings were 
intentionally selected to support student learning in AP US History. 

 

H.I.P.P.O. Document Analysis 
 

In this classroom, we will use the acronym HIPPO to analyze all documents. Below is an explanation of 
what to consider as you evaluate Primary and Secondary sources in APUSH: 
 

Historic Context (H) Intended Audience (I) Point of View (P) Purpose (P) Organize (O) 
• identify when 

and/or where the 
document was 
created. 

• What events 
happened RIGHT 
BEFORE this 
document was 
written? 

• What issue was the 
author addressing? 

• How is this 
document a 
representation of 
the tension 
present? 

• To whom is the 
author wrting? 

• Would others see 
this letter? 

• Is the author part 
of the community? 
Does he/she have 
knowledge of this 
event or period? 

• Why would the 
author choose to 
write to this 
audience? 

• Consider the 
person believes or 
wants of the 
author. 

• What is the 
author’s 
ethnicity, gender, 
age, religious idea, 
general 
background? How 
would these affect 
their views. 

• Does the 
background 
strengthen or 
weaken the 
argument? 

• Why did the author 
create the work? 

• Does the writer 
have an ulterior 
motive? 

• What does the 
author want to 
occur or change? 

• Think about how 
this document fits 
into the larger 
conversation: is it a 
claim or a 
counterclaim? 

• What document 
would be in 
‘conversation’with 
this author’s 
work? 
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	Topic 3.2: The Seven Years’ War (The French and Indian War) 
British Colonies’ Expansion into North America Source 

	
Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 

 

 

Ohio Company: “Instructions given Mr. Christopher Gist by the Committee [sic] of the Ohio Company the 11th day of September 1750,” 
From https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735057895066/viewer#page/50/mode/2up  

https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735057895066/viewer#page/50/mode/2up
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Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 
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Topic 3.2: The Seven Years’ War (The French and Indian War) 
Expense and Efforts to Raise Revenue Source 

	
Text	 H.I.P.P.O. Notes	

 

	

Joseph Galloway: “Americanus,” letter to the New York Gazette, August 15, 1765, in the Pennsylvania Journal, August 29, 1765. From 
https://americainclass.org/sources/makingrevolution/crisis/text3/stampactresponse1765.pdf  

https://americainclass.org/sources/makingrevolution/crisis/text3/stampactresponse1765.pdf
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Topic 3.2: The Seven Years’ War (The French and Indian War) 
Indigenous Groups Resisting Encroachment Source 

	
Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 

Pontiac, an Ottawa war chief, drew on the teachings of the prophet 
Neolin to rally resistance to European powers. This passage includes 
Neolin’s call that Native Americans abandon ways of life adapted after 
contact with Europeans. 
  
I am the Master of Life, whom thou desirest to know and to whom thou 
wouldst speak. Listen well to what I am going to say to thee and all 
thy red brethren. I am he who made heaven and earth, the trees, 
lakes, rivers, all men, and all that thou seest, and all that thou hast seen 
on earth. Because . . . I love you, you must do what I say and [not do] 
what I hate. I do not like that you drink until you lose your reason, as 
you do; or that you fight with each other; or that you take two wives, or 
run after the wives of others; you do not well; I hate that. You must 
have but one wife, and keep her until death. When you are going to 
war, you juggle, join the medicine dance, and believe that I am 
speaking. You are mistaken, it is to Manitou to whom you speak; he is 
a bad spirit who whispers to you nothing but evil, and to whom you 
listen because you do not know me well. This land, where you live, I 
have made for you and not for others. How comes it that you suffer the 
whites on your lands? Can you not do without them? I know that those 
whom you call the children of your Great Father supply your wants, 
but if you were not bad, as you are, you would well do without them. 
You might live wholly as you did before you knew them. Before those 
whom you call your brothers come on your lands, did you not live by 
bow and arrow? You had no need of gun nor powder, nor the rest of 
their things, and nevertheless you caught animals to live and clothe 
yourselves with their skins, but when I saw that you inclined to the 
evil, I called back the animals into the depths of the woods, so that you 
had need of your brothers to have your wants supplied and I shall 
send back to you the animals to live on. I do not forbid you, for all that, 
to suffer amongst you the children of your father. I love them, they 
know me and pray to me, and I give them their necessities and all that 
they bring to you, but as regards those who have come to trouble your 
country, drive them out, make war on them. I love them not, they know 
me not, they are my enemies and the enemies of your brothers. Send 
them back to the country which I made for them. There let them 
remain. 

 

 

 
  

Pontiac: “Speech at Detroit,” 1763 From https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/colonial-society/pontiac-calls-for-war-1763/ 

https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/colonial-society/pontiac-calls-for-war-1763/
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Topic 3.3: Taxation Without Representation 
New Taxes Source 

	

 
  

Paul Revere: “A View of Part of the Town of Boston in New England and Brittish [sic] Ships of War Landing Their Troops!,” 1770. From 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/resource/paul-revere-view-part-town-boston-new-england-and-brittish-ships-war-landing-their-
troops  

https://edsitement.neh.gov/resource/paul-revere-view-part-town-boston-new-england-and-brittish-ships-war-landing-their-troops
https://edsitement.neh.gov/resource/paul-revere-view-part-town-boston-new-england-and-brittish-ships-war-landing-their-troops
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Topic 3.3: Taxation Without Representation 
British Assertion of Authority Source 

 

Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 
Great Britain : Parliament - The Declaratory 

Act; March 18, 1766 

An act for the better securing the dependency of his majesty's 
dominions in America upon the crown and parliament of Great Britain.  

Whereas several of the houses of representatives in his Majesty's 
colonies and plantations in America, have of late against law, claimed to 
themselves, or to the general assemblies of the same, the sole and 
exclusive right of imposing duties and taxes upon his majesty's subjects in 
the said colonies and plantations; and have in pursuance of such claim, 
passed certain votes, resolutions, and orders derogatory to the legislative 
authority of parliament, and inconsistent with the dependency Of the said 
colonies and plantations upon the crown of Great Britain : may it therefore 
please your most excellent Majesty, that it may be declared ; and be it 
declared by the King's most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present 
parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, That the said 
colonies and plantations in America have been, are, and of right ought to 
be, subordinate unto, and dependent upon the imperial crown and 
parliament of Great Britain; and that the King's majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons of 
Great Britain, in parliament assembled, had. bath, and of right ought to 
have, full power and authority to make laws and statutes of sufficient force 
and validity to bind the colonies and people of America, subjects of the 
crown of Great Britain, in all cases whatsoever,  

II. And be it further declared and enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That all resolutions, votes, orders, and proceedings, in any of the said 
colonies or plantations, whereby the power and authority of the 
parliament of Great Britain, to make laws and statutes as aforesaid, is 
denied, or drawn into question, arc, and are hereby declared to be, 
utterly null and void to all in purposes whatsoever. 

 

 

 
  

Declaratory Act: Great Britain: Parliament, “The Declaratory Act,” March 18, 1766. From 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/declaratory_act_1766.asp 

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/declaratory_act_1766.asp
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Topic 3.3: Taxation Without Representation 
Colonies Unite Against British Constraints Source 

 
Saturday, Oct. 19th, 1765, A.M. -- The congress met according to adjournment, and resumed, etc., as 
yesterday; and upon mature deliberation, agreed to the following declaration of the rights and grievances of 
the colonists in America, which were ordered to be inserted.  

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS  

The members of this congress, sincerely devoted, with the warmest sentiments of affection and duty to His 
Majesty's person and government, inviolably attached to the present happy establishment of the Protestant 
succession, and with minds deeply impressed by a sense of the present and impending misfortunes of the 
British colonies on this continent; having considered as maturely as time would permit, the circumstances of 
said colonies, esteem it our indispensable duty to make the following declarations, of our humble opinions, 
respecting the most essential rights and liberties of the colonists, and of the grievances under which they 
labor, by reason of several late acts of Parliament.  

1st. That His Majesty's subjects in these colonies owe the same allegiance to the crown of Great Britain that is 
owing from his subjects born within the realm, and all due subordination to that august body, the Parliament 
of Great Britain.  

2d. That His Majesty's liege subjects in these colonies are entitled to all the inherent rights and privileges of 
his natural born subjects within the kingdom of Great Britain.  

3d. That it is inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, and the undoubted rights of Englishmen, that 
no taxes should be imposed on them, but with their own consent, given personally, or by their 
representatives.  

4th. That the people of these colonies are not, and from their local circumstances cannot be, represented in 
the House of Commons in Great Britain.  

5th. That the only representatives of the people of these colonies are persons chosen therein, by 
themselves; and that no taxes ever have been or can be constitutionally imposed on them but by their 
respective legislatures.  

6th. That all supplies to the crown, being free gifts of the people, it is unreasonable and inconsistent with the 
principles and spirit of the British constitution for the people of Great Britain to grant to His Majesty the 
property of the colonists.  

7th. That trial by jury is the inherent and invaluable right of every British subject in these colonies.  

8th. That the late act of Parliament entitled, "An act for granting and applying certain stamp duties, and other 
duties in the British colonies and plantations in America, etc.," by imposing  

taxes on the inhabitants of these colonies, and the said act, and several other acts, by extending the 
jurisdiction of the courts of admiralty beyond its ancient limits, have a manifest tendency to subvert the 
rights and liberties of the colonists.  
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9th. That the duties imposed by several late acts of Parliament, from the peculiar circumstances of these 
colonies, will be extremely burthensome and grievous, and, from the scarcity of specie, the payment of 
them absolutely impracticable.  

10th. That as the profits of the trade of these colonies ultimately center in Great Britain, to pay for the 
manufactures which they are obliged to take from thence, they eventually contribute very largely to all 
supplies granted there to the crown.  

11th. That the restrictions imposed by several late acts of Parliament on the trade of these colonies will 
render them unable to purchase the manufactures of Great Britain.  

12th. That the increase, prosperity, and happiness of these colonies depend on the full and free enjoyment 
of their rights and liberties, and an intercourse, with Great Britain, mutually affectionate and advantageous.  

13th. That it is the right of the British subjects in these colonies to petition the king or either house of 
Parliament.  

Lastly, That it is the indispensable duty of these colonies to the best of sovereigns, to the mother-country, 
and to themselves, to endeavor, by a loyal and dutiful address to His Majesty, and humble application to 
both houses of Parliament, to procure the repeal of the act for granting and applying certain stamp duties, of 
all clauses of any other acts of Parliament whereby the jurisdiction of the admiralty is extended as aforesaid, 
and of the other late acts for the restriction of the American commerce.  

 
 
  

Stamp Act Congress: “Declaration of Rights and Grievances” (October 19, 1765). From 
https://archive.csac.history.wisc.edu/8_THE_DECLARATION_OF_RIGHTS_OF_THE_STAMP_ACT_CONGRESS.pdf 

https://archive.csac.history.wisc.edu/8_THE_DECLARATION_OF_RIGHTS_OF_THE_STAMP_ACT_CONGRESS.pdf
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Topic 3.3: Taxation Without Representation 
Calls for Resistance Source 

	
	
	
	
 
My dear countrymen, 
 
There is another late act of Parliament, which appears to me to be unconstitutional, and as destructive 
to the liberty of these colonies, as that mentioned in my last letter;[1] that is, the act for granting the 
duties on paper, glass, etc. 
 
The Parliament unquestionably possesses a legal authority to regulate the trade of Great Britain, and 
all her colonies. Such an authority is essential to the relation between a mother country and her 
colonies; and necessary for the common good of all. He, who considers these provinces as states 
distinct from the British Empire, has very slender notions of justice, or of their interests. We are but 
parts of a whole; and therefore there must exist a power somewhere to preside and preserve the 
connection in due order. This power is lodged in the Parliament; and we are as much dependent 
on Great Britain, as a perfectly free people can be on another. 
 
I have looked over every statute relating to these colonies, from their first settlement to this time; and 
I find every one of them founded on this principle, till the Stamp Act administration. All before, are 
calculated to regulate trade, and preserve or promote a mutually beneficial intercourse between the 
several constituent parts of the empire; and though many of them imposed duties on trade, yet those 
duties were always imposed with design to restrain the commerce of one part, that was injurious to 
another, and thus to promote the general welfare. The raising a revenue thereby was never 
intended…. Never did the British Parliament, till the period above mentioned, think of imposing 
duties in America, FOR THE PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE…. 
 
This I call an innovation; and a most dangerous innovation. It may perhaps be objected, that Great 
Britain has a right to lay what duties she pleases upon her exports, and it makes no difference to us, 
whether they are paid here or there. 
 
To this I answer. These colonies require many things for their use, which the laws of Great Britain 
prohibit them from getting anywhere but from her. Such are paper and glass. 
 
That we may legally be bound to pay any general duties on these commodities, relative to the 
regulation of trade, is granted; but we being obliged by the laws to take from Great Britain, 
any special duties imposed on their exportations to us only, with intention to raise a revenue from us 
only, are as much taxes, upon us, as those imposed by the Stamp Act…. 
 
Some persons perhaps may say, that this act lays us under no necessity to pay the duties imposed, 
because we may ourselves manufacture the articles on which they are laid; whereas by the Stamp 
Act no instrument of writing could be good, unless made on British paper, and that too stamped. 
 
Such an objection amounts to no more than this, that the injury resulting to these colonies, from the 
total disuse of British paper and glass, will not be so afflicting as that which would have resulted from 
the total disuse of writing among them; for by that means even the Stamp Act might have been 

John Dickinson: “Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania, Letter II,” December 19, 1767. From 
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letters-from-a-farmer-in-pennsylvania-letter-ii/ 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letters-from-a-farmer-in-pennsylvania-letter-ii/#footnotes
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letters-from-a-farmer-in-pennsylvania-letter-ii/
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eluded. Why then was it universally detested by them as slavery itself? Because it presented to these 
devoted provinces nothing but a choice of calamities, embittered by indignities, each of which it was 
unworthy of freemen to bear. But is no injury a violation of right but the greatest injury? If… eluding 
the payment of the taxes imposed by the Stamp Act, would have subjected us to a more dreadful 
inconvenience, than… eluding the payment of those imposed by the late act; does it therefore follow, 
that the last is no violation of our rights, though it is calculated for the same purpose the other was, 
that is, to raise money upon us, WITHOUT OUR CONSENT?… 
 
But the objectors may further say, that we shall suffer no injury at all by the disuse of British paper and 
glass. We might not, if we could make as much as we want. But can any man, acquainted 
with America, believe this possible? I am told there are but two or three glasshouses on this continent, 
and but very few paper mills; and suppose more should be erected, a long course of years must 
elapse, before they can be brought to perfection. This continent is a country of planters, farmers, and 
fishermen; not of manufacturers. The difficulty of establishing particular manufactures in such a 
country is almost insuperable. For one manufacture is connected with others in such a manner that it 
may be said to be impossible to establish one or two without establishing several others. The 
experience of many nations may convince us of this truth…. 
 
Great Britain has prohibited the manufacturing iron and steel in these colonies, without any objection 
being made to her right of doing it. The like right she must have to prohibit any other manufacture 
among us. Thus she is possessed of an undisputed precedent on that point. This authority, she will 
say, is founded on the original intention of settling these colonies; that is, that we should manufacture 
for them, and that they should supply her with materials. The equity of this policy, she will also say, 
has been universally acknowledged by the colonies, who never have made the least objection to 
statutes for that purpose; and will further appear by the mutual benefits flowing from this usage ever 
since the settlement of these colonies…. 
 
Here then, my dear countrymen, ROUSE yourselves, and behold the ruin hanging over your heads…. 
 
Upon the whole, the single question is, whether the Parliament can legally impose duties to be 
paid by the people of these colonies only, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE, on 
commodities which she obliges us to take from her alone, or, in other words, whether the Parliament 
can legally take money out of our pockets, without our consent…. 

A Farmer 
 
FOOTNOTES 
1. The 1767 New York Restraining Act prohibited the governor and legislature of New York from passing any legislation until they agreed 
to comply with the 1765 Quartering Act, which required colonial governments to pay for the food, housing, and supplies of British troops 
stationed within their borders. 

 
  

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letters-from-a-farmer-in-pennsylvania-letter-ii/#footnote1
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Topic 3.3: Taxation Without Representation 
Political Activism for American Independence Source 

 
 

	
My Dear Mrs. Warren                                                                                [Braintree, 3? February 1775]1 
     The die is cast. Yesterday brought us such a Speach from the Throne as will stain with 
everlasting infamy the reign of G[e]orge the 3 determined to carry into Execution “the acts 
passd by the late parliment, and to Mantain the authority of the Legislature over all his 
dominions.” The reply of the house of commons and the house of Lords shew us the most 
wicked and hostile measures will be persued against us—even without giving us an 
opportunity to be heard in our defence. Infatuated Brittain! poor distressed America. Heaven 
only knows what is next to take place but it seems to me the Sword is now our only, yet 
dreadful alternative, and the fate of Rome will be renued in Brittain. She who has been the envy 
of nations will now become an object of their Scorn and abhorance, and as it was said of Rome 
that she governd other people by her will but her own by Law, they now behold her governd 
herself by will, by the Arbitary Will of the worst of her own citizens, and arrived at that period 
which has been foretold when the people co-operateing with the Enimies of the constitution by 
Electing those to represent them who are hired to betray them, or by submitting tamely when 
the mask is taken of or falls of, and the attempt to bring beggary and Slavery is avoued or can 
be no longer concealed. When this happens the Friends of Liberty, should any such remain 
will have one option still left, and will rather chuse no doubt to die [the] last British freemen, 
than bear to live the first of British Slaves, and this now seems to be all that is left to americans 
with unfeigned and penitant suplications to that Being who delights in the welfare of his 
creatures, and who we humbly hope will engage on our side, and who if we must go forth in 
defence of our injured and oppressed Country will we hope deliver us from the hands of our 
enimies and those that persecute us. Tho an hoste should encamp against [us] our hearts will 
not fear. Tho war should rise against us, in this will we be confident, that the Lord reigneth. Let 
thy Mercy o Lord be upon us according as we hope in thee. 
     Mr. Adams is in Boston. I have not seen him since the <news> royal mandate arrived. Nor 
have I been able to learn any further news. I wait for his return with anxiety even tho I expect 
to be confirmed in all my apprehensions. Thosewho have most to loose have most to fear. The 
Natural timidity of our sex always seeks for a relief in the encouragement and protection of the 
other. 
     Thus far I wrote with a Heart tremblingly anxious, and was prevented from persuing my 
Subject by companys comeing in. Upon Mr. Adams’es return I experienced the truth of your 
observation. He laughed at my fears and in some Measure dispelld them—made me see that 
we were not called either rebels or Trators, told me that there was no other news by this Ship 
and he still thought that their fears might have weight with them. I would not have my Friend 
immagine that with all my fears and apprehension, I would give up one Iota of our rights and 

Abigail Adams: Letter (draft) to Mercy Otis Warren, [February 3] 1775, Adams Family Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society. From 
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122   

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122
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privilages. I think upon the Maturest deliberation I can say, dreadful as the day would be I had 
rather see the Sword drawn. Let these truths says the admired Farmer2 be indelibly impressed 
on our Minds that we cannot be happy without being free, that we cannot be free without being 
secure in our property, that we cannot be secure in our property if without our consent others 
may as by right take it away.—We know too well the blessings of freedom, to tamely resign 
it—and there really seems to be a ray of light breaking thro the palpable darkness which has 
for so long a time darkened our hemisphere and threatned to overwhelm us in one common 
ruin and I cannot but hope with you for more favorable Scenes, and brighter Days. Lord North 
has luckely thought of a new explanation of his Neroisim. What ever may be their secret 
motives to a change of Measures is uncertain, but from their formour conduct we shall have 
little reason to think that justice or Humanity were the motives, and must ever mantain a 
jealous Eye over those who have acted so repugnant to all Laws both Humane and Divine. May 
justice and Liberty finally prevail and the Friends of freedom enjoy that Satisfaction and 
tranquility which ever attends upright intentions and is the sure recompence of virtue. 
     But if adverse Days are still alloted us, which neither wisdom or prudence can prevent, it 
must be a continual Source of Satisfaction that every method consistant with reason and 
religion <has> have been adopted to avert the calimities. But if Innocence must be exposed to 
Caluminy and virtue become the object of percecution and the upright individual fall a 
sacrifice to his own virtue, still we must not arraign the divine justice which acts not by partial 
but by general Laws and may have very important and extensive concequences to answer for 
the general good of Society. 3 

     My Friend assures me that she will comply with my request and gratify my curiosity, but 
at the same time holds me to conditions which if I comply with it will be only to obtain the 
greater good for the less. Very selfish motives you will say, tho but few I believe would 
withstand the temptation.4 

I observe my Friend is labouring under apprehensions least the Severity with which a 
certain Group was drawn was incompatable with that Benevolence which ought always to be 
predominant in a female character.5 “Tho an Eagles talon asks an Eagles Eye” and Satire in the 
hands of some is a very dangerous weapon yet when it is so happily blended with 
benevolence, and is awakend only by the Love of virtue, and abhorance of vice, when Truth is 
invoilably preserved, and ridiculous and vicious actions are alone the Subject, it is so far from 
blameable, that it is certainly meritorious; and to suppress it would be hideing a talent like the 
slothful Servant in a napkin. 

              “Who combats virtues foe is virtue’s friend” 
     and a keen Satire well applied, has some times found its way when persuasions, 
admonitions, and Lectures of morality have failed—such is the abhorance of humane nature 
when it diviates from the path of rectitude, to be represented in its true coulours. 

“Well may they Dread the Muses fatal skill 
Well may they tremble when she draws the quill 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122#AFC01d125n2
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122#AFC01d125n3
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122#AFC01d125n4
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122#AFC01d125n5
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Her Magick quill that like Ithuriels Spear 
Reveals the cloven hoof, or lengthen’d Ear, 
Bids vice and folly take their Nat’ral Shapes 
Turns Counsellors to knaves and Beaux to apes 
Drags the vile whisp’rer from his dark abode 
Till all the Deamon starts up from the toad.” 

     You will say perhaps that our Sex is partial to each other. That objection if it carries any 
weight may be made against the person you appeald to.6 But give me leave to Quote a poet 
upon the Subject. 

“When Virtue sinks beneath unnumberd Woes 
And passions born her Friends, revoult her foes 
Tis Satire’s power tis her corrective part 
To calm the wild disorders of the heart 
She points the arduous height where glory lies 
And teaches mad ambition to be wise 
In the Dark Bosome wakes the fair desire 
Draws good from Ill, a Brighter flame from fire 
Strips black oppression of her gay disguise 
And bids the hag, in native horrour rise 
Strikes tow’ring pride and Lawless rapine Dead 
And plants the Wreath on Virtues awful head.” 

 

     I must intreat a compliance with my other request. I shall esteem it an obligation conferd 
upon Your much obliged Friend, 

Abigail Adams 

 
Dft (Adams Papers); undated. RC (MHi: Warren-Adams Coll.); undated single leaf containing only last part of text; docketed in an 

unidentified hand: “Mrs. Adams 1774.” Present text follows Dft to the point where fragmentary RC begins, and thereafter RC; see note 3.  

1. George III’s speech at the opening of Parliament, 30 Nov. 1774, which AA mentions as having become known “Yesterday,” was 
published in the Mass. Spy on 2 Feb. 1775. 

2. John Dickinson, author of Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania ..., Phila., 1768. 

3. Remainder of text derives from fragmentary RC. 

4. Dft adds two sentences omitted in RC: “I have an other motive too in complying which I dare not own to her. Some future time 
perhaps I may venture to.” 

5. In a letter to JA of 30 Jan. Mrs. Warren asked whether she had violated good taste in her satirical portraits in The Group. His answer is 
in a letter of 15 March. James Warren had sent JA the first two acts of The Group on 15 Jan., and JA had caused them to be printed, 
anonymously, in the Boston Gazette of 23 January. Warren sent the entire play to JA on 15 March, and its publication in an anonymous 
pamphlet was announced in the Gazette of 3 April. (All these letters are in Adams Papers or MHi: Warren-Adams Coll.; they are 
printed in Warren-Adams Letters, 1:35–36, 36–39, 41–44, and JA, Works, 9:354–356.) 

6. Dft reads, instead: “You will excuse me for given [, Start insertion, giving, End,] my opinion unasked. I will not forestall our other 
Friend. He shall not know mine till he has given his own.” 

 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122#AFC01d125n6
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0074
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0081
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0070
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0082
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0122
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Topic 3.4: Philosophical Foudations of the American Revolution 
Religion Strengthened Americans’ view on Liberty Source 

 

\ 

Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 
AN ELEGIAC POEM, 

ON THE DEATH 
OF THAT CELEBRATED DIVINE, 

AND EMINENT SERVANT 
OF JESUS CHRIST, 

THE LATE REVEREND, AND PIOUS 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD 

Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Countess of Huntingdon, &c. &c.  
Who made his Exit from this transitory 

State, to dwell in the celestial Realms of Bliss, on LORD's Day 30th of 
September, 1770, when he was seiz'd with a Fit of the Asthma, at 
NEWBURYPORT, near BOSTON, in NEW ENGLAND. In which is a 
Condolatory Address to His truly noble Benefactress the worthy and pious 
Lady HUNTINGDON, – and the Orphan-Children in GEORGIA; who, with 
many Thousands, are left, by the Death of this great Man, to Lament the 
Loss of a Father, Friend and Benefactor. 
 
By PHILLIS, a Servant Girl of 17 Years of Age, Belonging to Mr. J. 
WHEATLEY, of Boston: – And has been but 9 Years in this Country from 
Africa. 

  
  Hail, happy Saint, on thy immortal throne! 
To thee complaints of grievance are unknown; 
We hear no more the music of thy tongue, 
Thy wonted auditories cease to throng. 
Thy lessons in unequal'd accents flow'd! 
While emulation in each bosom glow'd; 
Thou didst, in strains of eloquence refin'd, 
Inflame the soul, and captivate the mind. 
Unhappy we, the setting Sun deplore! 
Which once was splendid, but it shines no more; 
He leaves this earth for Heav'n's unmeasur'd height, 
And worlds unknown, receive him from our sight; 
There WHITEFIELD wings, with rapid course his way, 
And sails to Zion, through vast seas of day. 
  

 

Phillis Wheatley: “On the Death of Reverend Mr. George Whitefield, - 1770”in Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral 
(London: A. Belle, 1773). From https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/wheatley/whitefield/whitefield.html   

https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/wheatley/whitefield/whitefield.html
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Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 
  When his AMERICANS were burden'd sore, 
When streets were crimson'd with their guiltless gore! 
Unrival'd friendship in his breast now strove: 
The fruit thereof was charity and love. 
Towards America – couldst thou do more 
Than leave thy native home, the British shore, 
To cross the great Atlantic's wat'ry road, 
To see America's distress'd abode? 
Thy prayers, great Saint, and thy incessant cries, 
Have pierc'd the bosom of thy native skies! 
Thou moon hast seen, and ye bright stars of light 
Have witness been of his requests by night! 
He pray'd that grace in every heart might dwell: 
He long'd to see America excell; 
He charg'd its youth to let the grace divine 
Arise, and in their future actions shine; 
He offer'd THAT he did himself receive, 
A greater gift not GOD himself can give: 
He urg'd the need of HIM to every one; 
It was no less than GOD's co-equal SON! 
Take HIM ye wretched for your only good; 
Take HIM ye starving souls to be your food. 
Ye thirsty, come to his life giving stream: 
Ye Preachers, take him for your joyful theme: 
Take HIM, "my dear AMERICANS," he said, 
Be your complaints in his kind bosom laid: 
Take HIM ye Africans, he longs for you; 
Impartial SAVIOUR, is his title due; 
If you will chuse to walk in grace's road, 
You shall be sons, and kings, and priests to GOD. 
   
  Great COUNTESS! we Americans revere 
Thy name, and thus condole thy grief sincere: 
We mourn with thee, that TOMB obscurely plac'd, 
In which thy Chaplain undisturb'd doth rest. 
New-England sure, doth feel the ORPHAN's smart; 
Reveals the true sensations of his heart: 
Since this fair Sun, withdraws his golden rays, 
No more to brighten these distressful days! 
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Text H.I.P.P.O. Notes 
His lonely Tabernacle, sees no more 
A WHITEFIELD landing on the British shore: 
Then let us view him in yon azure skies: 
Let every mind with this lov'd object rise. 
No more can he exert his lab'ring breath, 
Seiz'd by the cruel messenger of death. 
What can his dear AMERICA return? 
But drop a tear upon his happy urn, 
Thou tomb, shalt safe retain thy sacred trust, 
Till life divine re-animate his dust. 
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Topic 3.5: The American Revolution 
Success of the Patriot Cause Source 

 
 
 

 
On September 5, 1781 the French Navy beat the British in a naval battle in the Chesapeake Bay, known as 
the Battle of the Virginia Capes. The French success meant the British forces in Yorktown did not have 
Naval support when they would face the American and French troops at Yorktown later that fall. 
 
Transcript: 
 
Camp Williamsburg September 8 1781 
 
My dear General 
Your letter of the 2d September is just come to Hand. Mine of Yesterday Mentionned that the ships in York River 
Had gone down. Inclosed is the Account I Receive of an engagement off the Capes. What disposition has been 
made for the internal protection of the Bay I do not know. James River is still guarded but We Have not as Yet 
Received any letter from Count De Grass relative to His last movements. I Hasten to communicate them as your 
Excellency will probably think it is safer to keep the troops at the Head of Elk untill Comte de Grasse returns. 
indeed Unless the greatest part of your force is brought here a small addition can do little more than we do effect. 
Lord Cornwallis will in a little time render himself very respectable. I ardently wish your whole army may be soon 
Brought down to operate. 
 
We will make it our business to Reconnoitre the ennemy’s works and give you on your arrival the best description 
of it that is in our power. I expect the Governor this evening and will again urge the necessity of providing what 
you have Recommended. 
 
By a deserter from York I hear that two British frigats followed the French fleet and Returned after they had seen 
them out of the Capes. A spy says that two schooners supposed to be French Have Been Seen Coming up York 
River. But we have nothing so certain as to insure your Voyage—tho’ it is probable Comte de Grasse will soon 
Return. 
 
I beg leave to Request, My dear General, in your answer to Marquis de St Simon you will express your Admiration 
at the celerity of their landing and your sense of their chearfulness in submitting to the difficulties of the first 
moments. Indeed I would be Happy something might also be said to Congress on the subject. 
 
Your approbation of My Conduct Emboldens me to Request that as General Lincoln will of Course take Command 
of the American part of your Army, the division I will have under him may be composed of the troops Which have 
gone through the fatigues and dangers of the Virginia Campaign. This will Be the greatest Reward of the services I 
may have rendered, as I confess I have the strongest attachment to those troops With the Highest Respect I have 
the honor to be My dear General Your most obedt hble Sert 

                                                                                                                                                           Lafayette 

 
  

Marquis de Lafayette: Letter to George Washington, September 8, 1781. From https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-
source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/marquis-de-lafayette-to-george-washington-september-8-1781/  

https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/marquis-de-lafayette-to-george-washington-september-8-1781/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/marquis-de-lafayette-to-george-washington-september-8-1781/
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Topic 3.6: The Influence of Revolutionary Ideas 
Women’s Appeal for Exanded Roles Source 

 

 

Abigail Adams to John Adams 

Braintree March 31, 1776 
I wish you would ever write me a Letter half as long as I write you; and tell me if you may where your Fleet 

are gone? What sort of Defence Virginia can make against our common Enemy? Whether it is so situated as to 
make an able Defence? Are not the Gentery Lords and the common people vassals, are they not like the 
uncivilized Natives Brittain represents us to be? I hope their Riffel Men who have shewen themselves very 
savage and even Blood thirsty; are not a specimen of the Generality of the people. 

I am willing to allow the Colony great merrit for having produced a Washington but they have been 
shamefully duped by a Dunmore. 

I have sometimes been ready to think that the passion for Liberty cannot be Eaquelly Strong in the Breasts of 
those who have been accustomed to deprive their fellow Creatures of theirs. Of this I am certain that it is not 
founded upon that generous and christian principal of doing to others as we would that others should do unto 
us. 

Do not you want to see Boston; I am fearfull of the small pox, or I should have been in before this time. I got 
Mr. Crane to go to our House and see what state it was in. I find it has been occupied by one of the Doctors of a 
Regiment, very dirty, but no other damage has been done to it. The few things which were left in it are all gone. 
Cranch1 has the key which he never deliverd up. I have wrote to him for it and am determined to get it cleand 
as soon as possible and shut it up. I look upon it a new acquisition of property, a property which one month ago 
I did not value at a single Shilling, and could with pleasure have seen it in flames. 

The Town in General is left in a better state than we expected, more oweing to a percipitate flight than any 
Regard to the inhabitants, tho some individuals discoverd a sense of honour and justice and have left the rent of 
the Houses in which they were, for the owners and the furniture unhurt, or if damaged sufficent to make it good. 

Others have committed abominable Ravages. The Mansion House of your President2 is safe and the furniture 
unhurt whilst both the House and Furniture of the Solisiter General3 have fallen a prey to their own merciless 
party. Surely the very Fiends feel a Reverential awe for Virtue and patriotism, whilst they Detest the paricide 
and traitor. 

I feel very differently at the approach of spring to what I did a month ago. We knew not then whether we 
could plant or sow with safety, whether when we had toild we could reap the fruits of our own industery, 
whether we could rest in our own Cottages, or whether we should not be driven from the sea coasts to seek 
shelter in the wilderness, but now we feel as if we might sit under our own vine and eat the good of the land. 

I feel a gaieti de Coar4 to which before I was a stranger. I think the Sun looks brighter, the Birds sing more 
melodiously, and Nature puts on a more chearfull countanance. We feel a temporary peace, and the poor 
fugitives are returning to their deserted habitations. 

Tho we felicitate ourselves, we sympathize with those who are trembling least the Lot of Boston should be 
theirs. But they cannot be in similar circumstances unless pusilanimity and cowardise should take possession of 
them. They have time and warning given them to see the Evil and shun it.—I long to hear that you have declared 
an independancy—and by the way in the new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to 
make I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than your 
ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. Remember all Men would be 
tyrants if they could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are determined to foment a 
Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation. 

Abigail Adams: Letter to John Adams, March 31 – April 5, 1776. From https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-
0241  

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241#AFC01d244n1
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241#AFC01d244n2
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241#AFC01d244n3
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241#AFC01d244n4
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241
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That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no dispute, but 
such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the more tender and endearing 
one of Friend. Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the Lawless to use us with cruelty and 
indignity with impunity. Men of Sense in all Ages abhor those customs which treat us only as the vassals of your 
Sex. Regard us then as Beings placed by providence under your protection and in immitation of the Supreem 
Being make use of that power only for our happiness. 

 
April 5 

Not having an opportunity of sending this I shall add a few lines more; tho not with a heart so gay. I have 
been attending the sick chamber of our Neighbour Trot whose affliction I most sensibly feel but cannot discribe, 
striped of two lovely children in one week. Gorge the Eldest died on wedensday and Billy the youngest on 
fryday, with the Canker fever, a terible disorder so much like the thr[o]at distemper, that it differs but little from 
it. Betsy Cranch has been very bad, but upon the recovery. Becky Peck they do not expect will live out the day. 
Many grown person[s] are now sick with it, in this [street?] 5. It rages much in other Towns. The Mumps too are 
very frequent. Isaac is now confined with it. Our own little flock are yet well. My Heart trembles with anxiety for 
them. God preserve them. 

I want to hear much oftener from you than I do. March 8 was the last date of any that I have yet had.—You 
inquire of whether I am making Salt peter. I have not yet attempted it, but after Soap making believe I shall 
make the experiment. I find as much as I can do to manufacture cloathing for my family which would else be 
Naked. I know of but one person in this part of the Town who has made any, that is Mr. Tertias Bass as he is calld 
who has got very near an hundred weight which has been found to be very good. I have heard of some others in 
the other parishes. Mr. Reed of Weymouth has been applied to, to go to Andover to the mills which are now at 
work, and has gone. I have lately seen a small Manuscrip de[s]cribing the proportions for the various sorts of 
powder, fit for cannon, small arms and pistols. If it would be of any Service your way I will get it transcribed and 
send it to you.—Every one of your Friend[s] send their Regards, and all the little ones. Your Brothers youngest 
child lies bad with convulsion fitts.5 Adieu. I need not say how much I am Your ever faithfull Friend. 
 
RC (Adams Papers); addressed in an unidentified hand: “To The Honble. John Adams Esqr: In Philadelphia”; franked: “Free”; endorsed: “March 
31. April 5. answd Ap. 14th.” 

1. This is probably a slip of the pen for “Crane,” AA’s agent in Boston mentioned above. (At least two Crane “housewrights” active in 
Boston at this time are recorded in the Thwing Catalogue, MHi.) AA normally refers to her brother-in-law Richard Cranch as “Mr. 
Cranch.” 

2. John Hancock. 

3. Samuel Quincy. 

4. AA’s spelling of this word is very uncertain. 

5. Susanna, daughter of Peter Boylston Adams. She had been born the previous July and died later in the present month. 

 
 
  

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241#AFC01d244n5
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Prince Hall was a free African American living in Boston.  He began a petition campaign to end slavery in 
1773.  But after 1776, he had new authority to draw on—the power of the Declaration of Independence and its 
commitment to natural rights. In January 1777—six months after Congress issued the Declaration of 
Independence—Prince Hall presented a new petition for freedom to the Massachusetts Legislature on behalf of 
seven African Americans.  Like the Declaration of Independence itself, Hall rooted his argument in a powerful 
vision of natural rights, arguing that slavery itself violated the “natural & inalienable right to that freedom, which 
the great Parent of the Universe hath bestowed equally on all Mankind.”  While Hall’s petition failed in 1777, the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court declared slavery unconstitutional just six years later in 1783. 
 
 
To the Honorable Council & House of Representatives for the State of Massachusetts-Bay . . . 
 
The Petition of a great number . . . who are detained in a state of Slavery, in the Bowels of a free & Christian 
Country – 
. . . 
 
That your Petitioners apprehend that they have, in common with all other Men, a natural & inalienable right to 
that freedom, which the great Parent of the Universe hath bestowed equally on all Mankind, & which they 
have never forfeited by any compact or agreement whatever – But they were unjustly dragged, by the cruel 
hand of Power, from their dearest friends, & some of them even torn from the Embraces of their tender 
Parents – From a populous, pleasant, & plentiful Country – & in Violation of the Laws of Nature & of Nations & 
in defiance of all the tender feelings of humanity, brought hither to be sold like Beasts of Burden, & like them 
condemned to slavery for Life – Among a People professing the mild religion of Jesus . . . – Your Honors need 
not to be informed that a Life of Slavery, like that of your petitioners, deprived of every social privilege, of 
everything requisite to render Life even tolerable, is far worse than Non-Existence – In imitation of the 
laudable example of the good People of these States, your Petitioners have long & patiently waited the event 
of Petition after Petition, by them presented to the Legislative Body of this State & cannot but with grief reflect 
that their success has been but too similar . . . – They therefore humbly beseech your Honors, to give this 
Petition its due weight & consideration, & cause an Act of the Legislature to be passed, whereby they may be 
restored to the enjoyment of that freedom which is the natural right of all Men – & their Children (who were 
born in this land of Liberty) may not be held as Slaves after they arrive at the age of twenty one Years – So 
may the Inhabitants of this State (no longer chargeable with the inconsistency of acting, themselves, the part 
which they condemn & oppose in others) be prospered in their present glorious struggles for Liberty; & have 
those blessings secured to them by Heaven, of which benevolent minds cannot wish to deprive their fellow-
Men. 

 
 

Freedom Petitions in Massachusetts Courts: “Petition for freedom to the Massachusetts Council and the House of Representatives,” 
January 13, 1777, From https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/prince-hall-petition-
to-the-massachusetts-legislature  

https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/prince-hall-petition-to-the-massachusetts-legislature
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/prince-hall-petition-to-the-massachusetts-legislature

