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Period 1 Packet:  

DUE on FRIDAY, August 25, 2023 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Checklist for Period 1: Check off the tasks as you complete them. 
❑ Task 1: What are we learning? Why? 

o As a class, we will review the College Board learning objectives and historical developments to understand what we will 

see on the AP Exam. 

❑ Task 2: Read the Textbook and view the related videos:  

o Follow the pacing calendar given to read Chapters 1 - 4: A New World (textbook pgs. 5-45) 

o Watch Dr. Ford’s videos that correspond with your reading. 

o You may take notes as you read/view to help you engage with history. 
 

❑ Task 3 Vocabulary and People to Know: This section is EXTRA CREDIT if you complete in the following way: Please provide good 

definitions for these terms and people on your paper (handwritten – no electronic submissions will be accepted).  
 

❑ Task 4 Graphic Organizers: Follow the instructions at the top of each graphic organizer as you respond to the questions or provide 

the required information. REMEMBER: you will need computer access to watch the videos. 
 

❑ Task 5 Document Analysis: Read this packet's primary and secondary sources. As you read, please engage in with the document by: 

o  Identifying the point of view (POV) of the author.  

o Highlighting important background information to understand the context of the piece. 

o Who is the intended audience? Write this at the TOP in the space provided. 

o What do you think the PURPOSE of this document was in its time? Write this in the BOTTOM space provided. 
 

All work must be completed in DARK BLUE or BLACK ink! When you take the AP Exam in May, you must write well in INK! Completing 

this document in ink helps you to practice writing in pen.  

 
Reading Quizzes Vocabulary Quiz Unit Exam 

You will have an open note reading quiz 

EVERY FRIDAY. Quizzes will cover the 

readings and videos assigned for that week.  

 

If you choose to take notes, you will be 

allowed to use these on your quiz after they 

are checked by Dr. Ford. *NOTE: reading/ 

video notes are NOT required! 

Monday, August 21, 2023 

FRIDAY, August 25, 2023 People to Know Quiz 

Wednesday, August 23, 2023 

DIRECTIONS:  Please complete the following packet to increase your understanding of Period 1. You may use Ms. 

Ford’s website (https://fordr.weebly.com) AND your textbook to complete all assignments in this class. You 

MAY NOT use Wikipedia! Vocabulary completion on your paper (handwritten) is EXTRA CREDIT! 

https://fordr.weebly.com/
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Task 1: What are we learning? Why? 
The following objectives and historical developments will guide our learning of this 

unit. As we review, what does College Board want us to KNOW for the AP Exam? 
Learning Objective B Explain how and why various native populations in the period before European 

contact interacted with the natural environment in North America. 

• KC-1.1.I.A: The spread of maize cultivation from present-day Mexico northward into the 

present-day American Southwest and beyond supported economic development, 

settlement, advanced irrigation, and social diversification among societies. 

• KC-1.1.I.B: Societies responded to the aridity of the Great Basin and the grasslands of the 

western Great Plains by developing largely mobile lifestyles. 

• KC-1.1.I.C: In the Northwest, the Mississippi River Valley, and along the Atlantic seaboard, 

some societies developed mixed agricultural and hunter-gatherer economies that favored 

the development of permanent villages. 

• KC-1.1.I.D: Societies in the Northwest and present-day California supported themselves by 

hunting and gathering, and in some areas developed settled communities supported by 

the vast resources of the ocean. 
 

Learning Objective C: Explain the causes of exploration and conquest of the New World by various 

European nations. 

• KC-1.2.I.A: European nations’ efforts to explore and conquer the New World stemmed from a 

search for new sources of wealth, economic and military competition, and a desire to 

spread Christianity. 
 

Learning Objective D: Explain the causes of the Columbian Exchange and its effect on Europe and the 

Americas during the period after 1492. 

• KC-1.2.I.B: The Columbian Exchange brought new crops to Europe from the Americas, 

stimulating European population growth, and new sources of mineral wealth, which 

facilitated the European shift from feudalism to capitalism. 

• KC-1.2.I.C: Improvements in maritime technology and more organized methods for 

conducting international trade, such as joint-stock companies, helped drive changes to 

economies in Europe and the Americas. 

• K-1.2.II.A: Spanish exploration and conquest of the Americas were accompanied and 

furthered by widespread deadly epidemics that devastated native populations and by the 

introduction of crops and animals not found in the Americas. 
 

Learning Objective E: Explain how the growth of the Spanish Empire in North America shaped the 

development of social and economic structures over time. 

• KC-1.2.II.B: In the encomienda system, Spanish colonial economies marshaled Native 

American labor to support plantation-based agriculture and extracted precious metals 

and other resources. 

• KC-1.2.II.C: European traders partnered with some West African groups who practiced slavery 

to forcibly extract enslaved laborers for the Americas. The Spanish imported enslaved 

Africans to labor in plantation agriculture and mining. 
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• KC-1.2.II.D: The Spanish developed a caste system that incorporated, and carefully defined 

the status of, the diverse population of Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in 

their empire. 

 

Learning Objective F: Explain how and why European and Native American perspectives of others 

developed and changed in the period. 

• KC-1.2.III: In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent 

worldviews regarding issues such as religion, gender roles, family, land use, and power. 

• KC-1.2.III.A: Mutual misunderstandings between Europeans and Native Americans often 

defined the early years of interaction and trade as each group sought to make sense of 

the other. Over time, Europeans and Native Americans adopted some useful aspects of 

each other’s culture. 

• KC-1.2.III.B: As European encroachments on Native Americans’ lands and demands on their 

labor increased, native peoples sought to defend and maintain their political sovereignty, 

economic prosperity, religious beliefs, and concepts of gender relations through 

diplomatic negotiations and military resistance. 

• KC-1.2.III.C: Extended contact with Native Americans and Africans fostered a debate 

among European religious and political leaders about how non-Europeans should be 

treated, as well as evolving religious, cultural, and racial justifications for the 

subjugation of Africans and Native Americans. 

 

Learning Objective G: Explain the effects of the development of transatlantic voyages from 1491 to 

1607. 

• KC-1.1: As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North 

America over time, they developed distinct and increasingly complex societies by 

adapting to and transforming their diverse environments. 

o KC-1.1.I: Different native societies adapted to and transformed their environments 

through innovations in agriculture, resource use, and social structure. 

• KC-1.2: Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the 

Columbian Exchange and significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides 

of the Atlantic Ocean. 

o KC-1.2.I: European expansion into the Western Hemisphere generated intense social, 

religious, political, and economic competition and changes within European 

societies. 

o KC-1.2.II: The Columbian Exchange and development of the Spanish Empire in the 

Western Hemisphere resulted in extensive demographic, economic, and social 

changes. 

o KC-1.2.III: In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent 

worldviews regarding issues such s religion, gender roles, land use, and power. 
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Task 2: Vocabulary & People to Know 
Directions: Vocabulary words provide the necessary information to understand US History. Some of these terms will be new vocabulary 

words. Please use either your textbook or the online glossary for each assigned word. Wikipedia or an online Quizlet is NOT your friend 

when defining these words. REMEMBER: This must be completed in YOUR handwriting!!!  
 

Period 1 Vocabulary 

1. Aztecs 9.   Encomienda 17. Metis 25. Repartimiento system 

2. Battle of Acoma 10. Great League of Peace 18. New Amsterdam 26. Spanish Armada 

3. Black Legend 11. Hacienda 19. Ninety-Five Theses 27. Tenochtitlan 

4. Cahokia 12. Incas 20. Patroons 28. Three-sisters farming 

5. Caravel 13. Indentured servants 21. Pilgrims 29. Treaty of Tordesillas 

6. Columbian Exchange 14. Joint stock company 22. Pope’s Rebellion 30. Yamasee Indians 

7. Conquistadores 15. La Noche Triste 23. Pueblo Revolt  

8. Creoles 16. Mestizos 24. Reconquista  
 
 
 

Period 1 People to Know 

1.  Bartholomeu Dias 9. Henry Hudson 17. Martin Luther 

2.  Bartolome de Las Casas 10. Hernan Cortes 18. Moctezuma 

3.  Christopher Columbus 11. Hiawatha 19. Richard Hakluyt 

4.  Father Junipero Serra 12. Isabella of Castile 20. Robert de La Salle 

5.  Ferdinand of Aragon 13. Jacques Marquette 21. Peter Stuyvesant 

6.  Francisco Coronado 14. John Cabot (Giovanni Caboto) 22. Samuel de Champlain 

7.  Francisco Pizarro 15. Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo   

8.  Giovanni da Verrazano 16. Malinche (Dona Marina)   
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Task 3: Graphic Organizers 
APUSH Key Concept 1.1 As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over time, they developed 
distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse environs. 

Period 1 covers 1491 to 1607 –the North American continent from before European contact to the founding of the Jamestown Colony. The 

video from Tom Richey will assist in contrasting the diverse Native American cultures in this region.  

Directions: Please complete the following graphic organizer while you view the Native Americans video by Tom Richey found on the First 

Semester Lectures/Video Lessons page. ☺ 

 

Arctic 
 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

Plains Indians 
 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

Northeast/ 

Great Lakes 

 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

Southwest 
 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

Southeast 
 

Tribal Groups: 
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APUSH Key Concept 1.2 Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian Exchange and significant 
social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

To understand the European colonies, we must consider them in context. After Columbus arrived, a permanent trade system between the 

Old World (Europe) and the New World (the Americas) was born. This system became known as the Columbian Exchange.  
 

Directions: Complete the following graphic organizer comparing and contrasting the European powers that will impact North America. 

To complete this graphic organizer, please view Tom Richey’s Colonies videos linked to Dr. Ford’s website (Periods 1 & 2 Page). 
 

 Spanish French Dutch English 

Region(s) 

Colonized 

    

Religion     

Interested Parties 

1. 

 

2. 

1. 

 

2. 

1. 

 

2. 

1. 

 

2. 

Economic 

Pursuit(s) 

    

Settlements 

    

Number of Colonists     

Evangelism? 

(YES or NO) 

Describe if Yes… 

YES or NO YES or NO YES or NO YES or NO 

Relationship with 

Native Americans 
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Task 4: Primary and Secondary Sources 

Please 
NOTE 

 

All readings provided are from the recommended reading list provided by College Board. These readings were 

intentionally selected to support student learning in AP US History. 

 

 

H.I.P.P.O. Document Analysis 
 

In this classroom, we will use the acronym HIPPO to analyze all documents. Below is an explanation of 

what to consider as you evaluate Primary and Secondary sources in APUSH: 

 

Historic Context (H) Intended Audience (I) Point of View (P) Purpose (P) Organize (O) 
• identify when 

and/or where the 

document was 

created. 

• What events 

happened RIGHT 

BEFORE this 

document was 

written? 

• What issue was the 

author addressing? 

• How is this 

document a 

representation of 

the tension 

present? 

• To whom is the 

author wrting? 

• Would others see 

this letter? 

• Is the author part 

of the community? 

Does he/she have 

knowledge of this 

event or period? 

• Why would the 

author choose to 

write to this 

audience? 

• Consider the 

person believes or 

wants of the 

author. 

• What is the 

author’s 

ethnicity, gender, 

age, religious idea, 

general 

background? How 

would these affect 

their views. 

• Does the 

background 

strengthen or 

weaken the 

argument? 

• Why did the author 

create the work? 

• Does the writer 

have an ulterior 

motive? 

• What does the 

author want to 

occur or change? 

• Think about how 

this document fits 

into the larger 

conversation: is it a 

claim or a 

counterclaim? 

• What document 

would be in 

‘conversation’with 

this author’s 

work? 
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Directions: Please read and annotate the following primary and secondary source documents, using your H.I.P.P.O. Acronym. 
 

 Topic 1.2: Native American Societies Before European Contact 
 

 

 
 

A. 
Pueblo: The Journey of Coronado, 1540–1542, trans. and ed. George Parker Winship (New York, 1904), pp. 37–

42. From https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015065975552&view=1up&seq=84&skin=2021 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015065975552&view=1up&seq=84&skin=2021
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Apache: “True Account of the Expedition of Onate toward the East, 1601,” in Spanish Exploration in the 
Southwest, 1542–1706, ed. Herbert Eugene Bolton (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1916), pp. 252–53. 

From https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/aj/id/2763 
B. 

https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/aj/id/2763
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Lenape Culture 

The Lenape resided in bands along various rivers and creeks. They lived on hunting and growing 

foodstuffs and depended on the fertility of the land. Due to their heavy tillage of the land, the soils 

they farmed gradually lost their productivity. As a result, Lenape frequently relocated.4 Generally, an 

occupied area lost its usefulness in two decades' time. Thus, the native people constantly set up, 

abandoned, and resettled communities throughout Pennsylvania. 

Archeological evidence indicates that the Lenape inhabited the area centuries before the Europeans 

arrived. They established various villages along the Schuylkill River and its tributaries. Recent 

excavations in West Philadelphia reveal evidence of settlements along the west bank of the Schuylkill 

River along today’s Civic Center Boulevard.5 In 2001, a team of archeologists excavated the area prior 

to the building of a parking garage. During the excavation, numerous prehistoric artifacts were found, 

providing evidence of a fairly large and stable indigenous community occupying the area during the 

late archaic and early woodland periods, six thousand years ago. 

The Lenape utilized natural resources to build their homes. They lived in single doorway wooden huts 

called wigwams, which were situated along rivers and creeks. The size of their wigwams depended on 

the region they inhabited. In the southern region, the Unalachtigo’s homes were created for single-

family dwellings while in the northern region larger multi-family buildings were constructed. The 

smaller version characterized the Lenape encampments in the Philadelphia region.  

The Lenape had distinctly different physical features and appearances than that of the Europeans. 

Skeletal remains indicate that the average male height ranged from 5’1" to 5’7." They had oval facial 

structures with high cheekbones, tan skin, and broad shoulders.6 Both men and women used bear 

grease to dress their hair, and decorated their bodies, face, and arms with designs painted in various 

colors.7 The women were of medium stature. For clothing, men wore breechcloths during the summer 

and fur robes during the winter. Likewise, women wore wrap-around-skirts during the summer and 

fur robes with leggings during the winter.8 Both women and girls adorned their bodies with tribal 

jewelry made from shells, stones, beads, and animal teeth and claws.9 

Due to their short life expectancy, men and women married young.10 Girls commonly married at the 

ages of thirteen and fourteen while young men married at ages of seventeen and eighteen. For some 

marriage lasted a lifetime, but for others this union ended in divorce. A woman wishing to divorce her 

C. 
Delaware/Lenape: Walter Licht, et al., “The Original People and Their Land: The Lenape, Pre-History to the 18th 

Century,” West Philadelphia Collaborative History. https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-

people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century 

https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_4
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_5
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_6
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_7
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_8
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_9
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_10
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century
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husband placed all of his personal possessions outside of the wigwam. A man wishing to divorce his 

wife left the home.11 

Once couples had children, fathers with the help of other male elders bore responsibility for teaching 

male children to hunt for wild game. Women taught daughters how to gather edible plants and tend to 

the children. In late fall, the men left their homes to hunt white-tailed deer, wild fowl, muskrat, 

rabbits, and foxes. Men were responsible for the heavy work around the village, making tools, 

weapons, mortars, frames for the wigwams, dugouts, and fishing spears.12 Tools were made from the 

bones of animals, wood, stone, as well as various types of grasses. Birds such as herons, pigeons, 

eagles, hawks, and turkeys were hunted. Once a bird was captured, it would either be prepared for 

direct consumption or dried. When the weather was favorable, men would use spears, harpoons, nets, 

and dams to catch fish. The women would clean and prepare the fish, which were either eaten raw or 

dried and saved for later.13 

Women’s work included tanning hides, sewing, cooking, as well as gathering fruits and berries when 

they were in season.14 Mothers would show their daughters how to gather roots, nuts, eggs, clams, and 

edible plants. As they grew older, young girls learned how to garden, care for the children, and 

cook.15 Although corn was the main crop, several varieties of beans, squash, pumpkins, tobacco, and 

sunflowers were also cultivated.16 When fruit and nuts were in season, children would accompany 

their mothers and aunts into the forests to gather apples, persimmons, water lilies, and butternuts.17 

 
 
  

https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_11
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_12
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_13
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_14
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_15
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_16
https://collaborativehistory.gse.upenn.edu/stories/original-people-and-their-land-lenape-pre-history-18th-century#footnote_17
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Topic 1.3: European Exploration in the Americas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Samuel de Champlain: “To the Queen Regent,” in Voyages of Samuel de Champlain, 1604–1618, ed. W. L. Grant (New York: Charles 

Scribner’s Sons, 1907), p. 17. From https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=yale.39002005190716&view=1up&seq=37&skin=2021   

 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=yale.39002005190716&view=1up&seq=37&skin=2021
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Topic 1.4: Columbian Exchange, Spanish Exploration, and Conquest 
 

 

 

Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa, Compendium and Description of the West Indies, c. 1620 Antonio Vazquez de 

Espinosa (d. 1630) was a Spanish Carmelite friar who abandoned his academic ambitions in order to serve as a 

priest in the Americas. After his retirement, Espinosa wrote several books about his work in Spanish America. 

This excerpt from his best known work records his observations on mining operations at the Huancavelica 

mercury mine and Potosí silver mine in Peru and the Spanish system of Indian forced labor referred to as the 

mita.  

Source: Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa, Description of the Indies, c 1620, trans. by Charles Upson Clark, Smithsonian Institution Press, 1968. 

 H.I.P.P.O. Notes 
Huancavelica  

. . . It contains 400 Spanish residents, as well as many temporary shops of dealers in 

merchandise and groceries, heads of trading houses, and transients, for the town has a 

lively commerce. It has a parish church . . . a Dominican convent, and a Royal Hospital 

under the Brethren of San Juan de Diós for the care of the sick, especially Indians on 

the range; it has a chaplain with a salary of 800 pesos contributed by His Majesty; he is 

curate of the parish of San Sebastian de Indios, for the Indians who have come to work 

in the mines and who have settled down there. . . .  

Every two months His Majesty sends by the regular courier from Lima 60,000 pesos to 

pay for the mita of the Indians, for the crews are changed every two months, so that 

merely for the Indian mita payment . . . 360,000 pesos are sent from Lima every year, 

not to speak of much besides, which all crosses . . . that cold and desolate mountain 

country which . . . has nothing on it but llama ranches.  

Up on the range there are 3,000 or 4,000 Indians working in the mine; it is colder up 

there than in the town, since it is higher. The mine where the mercury is located is a 

large layer which they keep following downward. When I was in that town [in 1616] I 

went up on the range and down into the mine, which at that time was considerably 

more than 130 srades deep. The ore was very rich black flint, and the excavation so 

extensive that it held more than 3,000 Indians working away hard with picks and 

hammers, breaking up that flint ore; and when they have filled their little sacks, the 

poor fellows, loaded down with ore, climb up those ladders or rigging, some like masts 

and others like cables, and so trying and distressing that a man empty-handed can 

hardly get up them. . . . Nor is that the greatest evil and difficulty; that is due to 

thievish and undisciplined superintendents. As that great vein of ore keeps going down 

deeper and they follow its rich trail, in order to make sure that no section of that ore 

shall drop on top of them, they keep leaving supports or pillars of the ore itself, even if 

of the richest quality, and they necessarily help to sustain and insure each section with 

less risk. This being so, there are men so heartless that for the sake of stealing a little 

rich ore, they go down out of hours and deprive the innocent Indians of this protection 

by hollowing into these pillars to steal the rich ore in them, and then a great section is 

 

Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa, Compendium and Description of the West Indies, (c. 1620). From 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/WebPub/history/mckayunderstanding1e/0312668872/Primary_Documents/World_History/Final_WH

68%20-%20Antonio%20Vazquez%20de%20Espinosa,%20Compendium%20and%20Description%20of%20the%20West%20Indies.pdf  
 

A. 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/WebPub/history/mckayunderstanding1e/0312668872/Primary_Documents/World_History/Final_WH68%20-%20Antonio%20Vazquez%20de%20Espinosa,%20Compendium%20and%20Description%20of%20the%20West%20Indies.pdf
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/WebPub/history/mckayunderstanding1e/0312668872/Primary_Documents/World_History/Final_WH68%20-%20Antonio%20Vazquez%20de%20Espinosa,%20Compendium%20and%20Description%20of%20the%20West%20Indies.pdf
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apt to fall in and kill all the Indians, and sometimes the unscrupulous and grasping 

superintendents themselves . . . and much of this is kept quiet so that it shall not come 

to the notice of the manager and cause the punishment of the accomplices. . . .  

. . . On the other side of the town there are structures where they grind up the mercury 

ore and then put it in jars with . . . many little holes . . . and a channel for it to drip into 

and pass into the jar or place where it is to fall. Then they roast the ore with a straw 

fire. . . . Under the onset of this fire it melts and the mercury goes up in vapor or 

exhalation until, passing through the holes in the first mold, it hits the body of the 

second and there it coagulates rests and comes to stop  

where they have provided lodging for it; but if it does not strike any solid body while it 

is hot, it rises as vapor until it cools and coagulates and starts falling downward again. 

Those who carry out the reduction of this ore have to be very careful and test 

cautiously; they must wait till the jars are cold before uncovering them for otherwise 

they may easily get mercury poisoning and if they do, they are of no further use; their 

teeth fall out, and some die.  

Potosí  

According to His Majesty’s warrant, the mine owners on this massive range have a 

right to the mita of 13,300 Indians in the working and exploitation of the mines. . . . It 

is the duty of the Corregidor of Potosí to have them rounded up and to see that they 

come in from all the provinces between Cuzco over the whole of El Collao and as far 

as the frontiers of Tarija and Tomina; this Potosí Corregidor has power and authority 

over all the Corregidors in those provinces mentioned; for if they do not fill the Indian 

mita allotment assigned each of them in accordance with the capacity of their 

provinces as indicated to them, he can send them, and does, salaried inspectors to 

report upon it, and when the remissness is great or remarkable, he can suspend them, 

notifying the Viceroy of the fact.  

These Indians are sent out every year under a captain whom they choose in each 

village or tribe, for him to take them and oversee them for the year each has to serve; 

every year they have a new election, for as some go out, others come in. This works 

out very badly, with great losses and gaps in the quotas of Indians, the villages being 

depopulated; and this gives rise to great extortions and abuses on the part of the 

inspectors toward the poor Indians, ruining them  

and thus depriving the . . . chief Indians of their property and carrying them off in 

chains because they do not fill out the mita assignment, which they cannot do, for the 

reason given and for others which I do not bring forward.  

These 13,300 are divided up every 4 months into 3 mitas, each consisting of 4,433 

Indians, to work in the mines on the range and in the 120 smelters in the Potosí and 

Tarapaya areas; it is a good league [about three miles] between the two. These mita 

Indians earn each day, or there is paid each one for his labor, 4 reals. Besides these 

there are others not under obligation, who . . . hire themselves out voluntarily: these 

each get from 12 to 16 reals, and some up to 24, according to their reputation of 

wielding the pick and knowing how to get the ore out. 

These . . . will be over 4,000 in number. They and the mita Indians go up every 

Monday morning to the locality of Guayna Potosí which is at the foot of the range; the 
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Corregidor arrives with all the provincial captains or chiefs who have charge of the 

Indians assigned them, and he there checks off and reports to each mine and smelter 

owner the number of Indians assigned him for his mine or smelter; that keeps him busy 

till 1 p.m., by which time the Indians are already turned over to these mine and smelter 

owners.  

After each has eaten his ration, they climb up the hill, each to his mine, and go in, 

staying there from that hour until Saturday evening without coming out of the mine; 

their wives bring them food, but they stay constantly underground, excavating and 

carrying out the ore from which they get the silver. They all have tallow candles, 

lighted day and night; that is the light they work with, for as they are underground, 

they have need of it all the time. The mere cost of these candles used in the mines on 

this range will amount every year to more than 300,000 pesos, even though tallow is 

cheap in that country, being abundant; but this is a very great expense, and it is  

almost incredible, how much is spent for candles in the operation of breaking down 

and getting out the ore.  

These Indians have different functions in the handling of the silver ore; some break it 

up with bar or pick, and dig down in, following the vein in the mine; others bring it up; 

others up above keep separating the good and the poor in piles; others are occupied in 

taking it down from the range to the mills on herds of llamas; every day they bring up 

more than 8,000 of these native beasts of burden for this task. These teamsters who 

carry the metal do not belong to the mita, but are mingados—hired.  

So huge is the wealth which has been taken out of this range since the year 1545, when 

it was discovered, up to the present year of 1628, which makes 83 years that they have 

been working and reducing its ores, that merely from the registered mines, as appears 

from an examination of most of the accounts in the royal records, 326,000,000 assay
8 

pesos have been taken out. At the beginning when the ore was richer and easier to get 

out, for then there were no mita Indians and no mercury process, in the 40 years 

between 1545 and 1585, they took out 111,000,000 of assay silver. From the year 1585 

up to 1628, 43 years, although the mines are harder to work, for they are deeper down, 

with the assistance of 13,300 Indians whom His Majesty has granted to the mine 

owners on that range, and of other hired Indians, who come there freely and voluntarily 

to work at day’s wages, and with the great advantage of the mercury process, in which 

none of the ore or the silver is wasted, and with the better knowledge of the technique 

which the miners now have, they have taken out 215,000,000 assay pesos. That, plus 

the 111 extracted in the 40 years previous to 1585, makes 326,000,000 assay pesos, not 

counting the great amount of silver secretly taken from these mines . . . and to other 

countries outside Spain; and to the Philippines and China, which is beyond all 

reckoning. . . .  

Over and above that, such great treasure and riches have come from the Indies in gold 

and silver from all the other mines in New Spain and Peru, Honduras, the New 

Kingdom of Granada, Chile, New Galicia, New Vizcaya,
9 

and other quarters since the 

discovery of the Indies, that they exceed 1,800 millions. 
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Topic 1.6: Cultural Interactions Between Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans 
 

 

 
 

BACKGROUND: Sepulveda was an outstanding example of the “Renaissance Man”: a theologian, philosopher, historian, and 
astronomer. When Emperor Charles V convened a debate in Valladolid, Spain (1550-1551) to determine the future of 
Spain’s relationship with the American aborigines, he naturally turned to one of the most learned men in his realm. 
Sepulveda relied heavily on the classical distinction between “civilized” Greeks and “barbarians.” The selection that follows 
is not a transcript of the debate at Valladolid but an excerpt from Sepulveda’s justification for War Against the Indians. 
  

 H.I.P.P.O. Notes 

The Spanish have a perfect right to rule these barbarians of the New World and the 
adjacent islands, who in prudence, skill, virtues, and humanity are as inferior to the 
Spanish as children to adults, or women to men, for there exists between the two 
as great a difference as between savage and cruel races and the most merciful, 
between the most intemperate and the moderate and temperate and, I might even 
say, between apes and men.  
 

Compare, then, these gifts of prudence, talent, magnanimity [generosity], 
temperance, humanity, and religion with those possessed by these half-men in 
whom you will barely find the vestiges [traces] of humanity, who not only do not 
possess any learning at all, but are not even literate or in possession of any 
monument to their history except for some obscure and vague reminiscences of 
several things put down in various paintings; nor do they have written laws, but 
barbarian institutions and customs. Well, then, if we are dealing with virtue, what 
temperance or mercy can you expect from men who are committed to all types of 
intemperance and base [morally low] frivolity [foolishness], and eat human flesh? 
And do not believe that before the arrival of the Christians they lived in the pacific 
[peaceful] kingdom of Saturn [ruler of the Golden Age in Classical mythology] 
which the poets have invented; for, on the contrary, they waged continual and 
ferocious war upon one another with such fierceness that they did not consider 
victory at all worthwhile unless they satisfied their monstrous hunger with the 
flesh of their perfect enemies. 
 

Furthermore, these Indians were otherwise so cowardly and timid that they could 
barely endure the presence of our soldiers, and many times thousands upon 
thousands of them scattered in flight like women before Spaniards so few that they 
did not even number one hundred. . . . Although some of them show a certain 
ingenuity [skill] for various works of artisanship [craftsmanship], this is no proof of 
human cleverness, for we can observe animals, birds, and spiders making certain 
structures which no human accomplishment can competently [adequately] imitate. 
. . .They have established their nation in such a way that no one possesses anything 
individually, neither a house nor a field, which he can leave to his heirs in his will, 
for everything belongs to their masters whom . . . they call kings (chiefs), and by 
whose whims they live, more than by their own, ready to do the bidding and desire 
of these rulers and possessing no liberty. And the fulfillment of all this, not under 
pressure of arms but in a voluntary and spontaneous way, is a definite sign of the 
servile [slavish] and base soul of these barbarians. . . . 
 

They live as employees of the king, paying, thanks to him, exceedingly high taxes. . . 
. And if this type of servile and barbarous nation had not been to their liking and 
nature, it would have been easy for them, as it was not a hereditary [by right of birth] 

 

A. Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda: “Concerning the Just Cause of the War Against the Indians,” (1547) 
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monarchy, to take advantage of the death of a king in order to obtain a freer state 
and one more favorable to their interests; by not doing so, they have stated quite 
clearly that they have been born to slavery and not to civic and liberal [free] life. 
Therefore, if you wish to [subdue] them . . . to a servitude a little less harsh, it will 
not be difficult for them to change their masters, and instead of the ones they had, 
who were barbarous and impious [wicked] and inhuman, to accept the Christians, 
cultivators of human virtues and the true faith. 
 

(Sepulveda, Juan Gines de, "Democrates II, or Concerning the Just Causes of the War Against the Indians.") 
 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  
1. How does Sepulveda describe Native Americans and how does he contrast them with the Spanish 

colonists?  

Native Americans: Spanish Colonists: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. To what extent should Sepulveda be considered a trustworthy source concerning the accuracy of 
the Spanish treatment of the Indians?  

Credible: Not Credible: 
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BACKGROUND: Bartolomé de las Casas arrived in the New World in 1502 and became an encomendero, living off the labor 
of Indian slaves. After being denied the Sacrament of Confession by Dominican friars, Las Casas had a change of heart, 
giving up his encomienda and returning to Spain to campaign against Indian enslavement. In 1523, he became a Dominican 
friar and dedicated the rest of his life to chronicling abuses committed against the Indians and trying to reform Spanish 
colonial policy.  

 H.I.P.P.O. Notes 

The Indies were discovered in the year one thousand four hundred and ninety-
two. In the following year a great many Spaniards went there with the intention of 
settling the land. Thus, forty-nine years have passed since the first settlers 
penetrated the land, the first so claimed being the large and most happy isle called 
Hispaniola...  
 

And of all the infinite universe of humanity, these [Indians} are the most guileless, 
the most devoid of wickedness and duplicity, the most obedient and faithful to 
their native masters and to the Spanish Christians whom they serve. They are by 
nature the most humble, patient, and peaceable, holding no grudges, free from 
embroilments, neither excitable nor quarrelsome. These people are the most 
devoid of rancors, hatreds, or desire for vengeance of any people in the world. And 
because they are so weak and complaisant, they are less able to endure heavy 
labor and soon die of no matter what malady. The sons of nobles among us, 
brought up in the enjoyments of life's refinements, are no more delicate than are 
these Indians, even those among them who are of the lowest rank of laborers. They 
are also poor people, for they not only possess little but have no desire to possess 
worldly goods... They are very clean in their persons, with alert, intelligent minds, 
docile and open to doctrine, very apt to receive our holy Catholic faith, to be 
endowed with virtuous customs, and to behave in a godly fashion. And once they 
begin to hear the tidings of the Faith, they are so insistent on knowing more and on 
taking the sacraments of the Church and on observing the Catholic faith that, truly, 
the missionaries who are here need to be endowed by God with great patience in 
order to cope with such eagerness. Some of the secular Spaniards who have been 
here for many years say that the goodness of the Indians is undeniable and that if 
this gifted people could be brought to know the one true God they would be the 
most fortunate people in the world.  
 

Yet into this sheepfold, into this land of meek outcasts there came some Spaniards 
who immediately behaved like ravening wild beasts, wolves, tigers, or lions that 
had been starved for many days. And Spaniards have behaved in no other way 
during the past forty years, down to the present time, for they are still acting like 
ravening beasts, killing, terrorizing, afflicting, torturing, and destroying the native 
peoples, doing all this with the strangest and most varied new methods of cruelty, 
never seen or heard of before, and to such a degree that this Island of Hispaniola 
once so populous (having a population that I estimated to be more than three 
million), has now a population of barely two hundred persons.  
 

The island of Cuba is nearly as long as the distance between Valladolid and Rome; 
it is now almost completely depopulated. San Juan [Puerto Rico] and Jamaica are 
two of the largest, most productive and attractive islands; both are now deserted 
and devastated... They have the healthiest lands in the world, where lived more 
than five hundred thousand souls; they are now deserted, inhabited by not a single 

 

B. 
Bartolomé de las Casas: “Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies,” (1542) 
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living creature. All the people were slain or died after being taken into captivity 
and brought to the Island of Hispaniola to be sold as slaves. When the Spaniards 
saw that some of these had escaped, they sent a ship to find them, and it voyaged 
for three years among the islands searching for those who had escaped being 
slaughtered, for a good Christian had helped them escape, taking pity on them and 
had won them over to Christ; of these there were eleven persons and these I saw.  
 

More than thirty other islands in the vicinity of San Juan are for the most part and 
for the same reason depopulated, and the land laid waste. On these islands I 
estimate there are 2,100 leagues of land that have been ruined and depopulated, 
empty of people.  
 

As for the vast mainland, which is ten times larger than all Spain... we are sure that 
our Spaniards, with their cruel and abominable acts, have devastated the land and 
exterminated the rational people who fully inhabited it. We can estimate very 
surely and truthfully that in the forty years that have passed, with the infernal 
actions of the Christians, there have been unjustly slain more than twelve million 
men, women, and children. In truth, I believe without trying to deceive myself that 
the number of the slain is more like fifteen million.  
 

Their reason for killing and destroying such an infinite number of souls is that the 
Christians have an ultimate aim, which is to acquire gold, and to swell themselves 
with riches in a very brief time and thus rise to a high estate disproportionate to 
their merits. It should be kept in mind that their insatiable greed and ambition, the 
greatest ever seen in the world, is the cause of their villainies. And also, those lands 
are so rich and felicitous, the native peoples so meek and patient, so easy to 
subject, that our Spaniards have no more consideration for them than beasts. And I 
say this from my own knowledge of the acts I witnessed. But I should not say "than 
beasts" for, thanks be to God, they have treated beasts with some respect; I should 
say instead like excrement on the public squares. And thus they have deprived the 
Indians of their lives and souls, for the millions I mentioned have died without the 
Faith and without the benefit of the sacraments.  

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  
1. How does Las Casas describe Native Americans and how does he contrast them with the Spanish 

colonists?  

Native Americans: Spanish Colonists: 

 

 

 

 
 

2. To what extent should Las Casas be considered a trustworthy source concerning the accuracy of 
the Spanish treatment of the Indians?  

Credible: Not Credible: 

 

 

 

 


