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Collapse of the Middle Kingdom

Hyksos invasion marked the collapse of the Middle Kingdom.
2nd Intermediate Period lasted until Ahmose I conquered the region and began the 18th Dynasty.
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New Kingdom
• Ahmose I ushered in the New Kingdom period.

• The New Kingdom period is considered the most 
glorious period in Egyptian History.

• Egypt’s borders expanded through conquest:
• From Nubia (South)
• To the Euphrates River (Northeast)

• The new capital was at Thebes in Upper Egypt
• Magnificent metropolis
• Palaces, tombs, and temples line the banks 

of the Nile at Thebes
• Egyptian kings became known as Pharaohs

Block Statue of Ay 
(c. 1336 – 1327 BCE)
Brooklyn Museum



Architecture
• Old Kingdom Egypt was noted for the 

Pyramids.
• What is the New Kingdom most noted for? 

TEMPLES!
• What were temples used for?

• The worship of state gods
• Mortuary temples: served as the worship 

center for the patron gods of the 
pharaohs AND as the temple to honor 
the Pharoah after death.

• Where are the greatest temples located?
• In Thebes along the Nile River



The most distinctive of 
the Mortuary Temples is 
found at Deir El-Bahri 
and was Constructed for 

Hatshepsut, a female 
Pharoah.

Please read pg. 69: Art and 
Society: Hatshepsut, the 

Woman Who Would Be King



Hatshepsut’s Mortuary Temple
• Who is the Architect? It is believed that Senenmut, 

Hatshepsut’s chancellor is the architect.
• Senenmut’ s name is inscribed in two places as the 

queen’s architect.
• However, the actual association is a little uncertain.

• What do we know about this temple complex?
• This temple rises from the valley floor in three 

column-lined terraces.
• These terraces are connected by ramps running on 

the central axis.
• The light and dark limestone pattern is mimicked in 

the horizontal and vertical spaces of the colonnades.
• This is a repeat pattern that resembles the cliffs 

above.
• This temple used to be LARGER – connected to a 

valley temple that is now lost.
• Shrines to Amen, Hathor, Anubis, Hatshepsut, and 

her father (Thutmose I) are located here.



• There were as many as 200 statues in the 
round portraying the queen.

• These statues showed her in various 
appearances.
• The lowest level had repeated statues of 

Hatshepsut as a sphinx.
• The upper level had various versions of 

Hatshepsut:
• Standing: as a powerful pharaoh
• Seated
• As Osiris

• There were at least 8 colossal kneeling 
statues carved in red granite lining the 
way to the entrance of the Amen-Re 
sanctuary.

• What happened to Hatshepsut’s Statues?
• Vandals attacked these during the reign 

of Thutmose III – smashing them and 
throwing them into a dump.

• Look at the image on pg. 70 – what 
damage was done by these vandals?



Hatshepsut with Offering Jars



Abu Simbel

• Like Hatshepsut’s Temple, the Temple of Ramses II (r. 1290 
– 1224 BCE) is also impressive.

• This temple is located at Abu Simbel in Nubia – this temple 
was almost lost during the construction of the Aswan High 
Dam.

• Ramses was Egypt’s last great warrior pharaoh.
• He ruled for two-thirds of a century
• This king was proud of his many military campaigns to 

restore the Egyptian Empire.
• The 4 colossal images of himself on the temple façade 

testify to his greatness.
• Each of these statues is 65’ tall – but have little 

refinement. 



Engineers to the Rescue: Abu Simbel



Nefertari: 
Ramses II’s 
Principal Wife

• While Ramses II had many wives, his “principal” wife was 
Nefertari.

• Like other Pharaohs, Ramses II honored Nefertari with a temple 
at Abu Simbel.

• This temple mimics that of Ramses II with alternating colossal 
statues of Ramses II and Nefertari.



Temple of Amen-Re 
Karnak, Egypt

• Are Pharaonic Temples the only temples built in the New Kingdom? 
NO!
• Other temples were built to honor one or more Egyptian gods.
• Temples were often added to by successive pharaohs. 
• One of the best examples is found in Karnak, Egypt

• The Temple of Amen-Re
• This temple was started in the Middle Kingdom
• Work was mostly completed during the 18th Dynasty (or during 

the New Kingdom)
• Thutmose I, Thutmose III, and Hatshepsut all added to this 

temple.
• There is also evidence that Ramses II contributed to this temple.
• Other pharaohs added chapels as late as the 4th Century BCE.

• How large is this complex? 247 acres
• The entire complex is surrounded by a 39’high/26’Wide perimeter 

wall.
• Read Illuminating Buildings pg. 73



Comparison Works:

Temple of Amun-Re, Karnak Temple of Amun-Re, Luxor



Temple of Amun-Re



Sculpture and Painting 
in Ancient Egypt

• Perhaps the best statues and paintings of 
Ancient Egypt are from the Old and 
Middle Kingdoms!
• Read Senenmut and Nefrura (pg. 73)
• Read Tomb of Nebamun (pb. 74-75)



The Amarna Period:
Nefertiti and Tiye



Family of Akhenaton


