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E N L I G H T E N M E N T  T H I N K E R S :

Was traditionally linked with 
Voltaire.

Both represent the French 
Enlightenment
Rousseau is instrumental in 
preparing the way for the French 
Revolution

Argued that arts, sciences, 
society and civilization have 
corrupted man.
“To exist is to feel; our feeling 
is undoubtedly earlier than our 
intelligence, and we had 
feelings before we had ideas.”

Argued that science and rational 
improvement of society would 
be the salvation of humanity

Advocates civil liberties:
Freedom of religion
Free trade
Separation of church and 
state

Defends society and its 
“indulgences”

Reading
Dancing
The arts
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