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The Fall of the Assyrians
• Which civilizations conquered the Assyrian Empire? The Medes and 

the Babylonians

• How long would these kingdoms rule this region? Until the 
Persian conquest

• Who is the most famous king during this historic era? 
Nebuchadnezzar II

• defeating the Egyptian Pharaoh Necho II

• conquering the Kingdom of Judah

• Construction of One of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World: The 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon

• Construction of the “Tower of Babel”

What are some 
notable 

accomplishments of 
Nebuchadnezzar II?



Nebuchadnezzar II and Babylon: Ishtar Gate

Please read pg. 49 Written Sources: Babylon, City of Wonders 



The Defeat of the Neo-
Babylonian Empire

• Medes and Persians migrated from central Asia to Persia 
before 1000 B.C.

• The Medes and Persians were  considerable military powers
• The Median Empire was overthrown by Cyrus II (the 

Great).
• This was a familial revolt (Cyrus defeated his 

grandfather)
• Little Persia defeated mighty Mede (Mada)
• Begins the Achaemenid Dynasty

• Cyrus the Great (Cyrus II of the Achaemenid Dynasty) 
ruled from 558-530 BCE and launched the Persians’ first 
imperial venture

• Darius reigned from 521 to 486 BCE and expanded the empire 
east and west.



Extent of the 
Medo-Persian 

(Achaemenid) 
Empire

Please read the first paragraph 
under Achaemenid Empire pg. 50.



King Darius
• Darius’ empire stretched some 1,865 

miles from the Indus River in the east to 
the Aegean Sea in the west and 933 miles 
from Armenia in the north to the first 
cataract of the Nile in the south

• Population of some 35 million people 
encompassing over 70 distinct ethnic 
groups
• Description of the construction of 

the palace at Susa testifies to the 
diversity of the empire



• Governing such a vast empire would prove to be 
a more difficult challenge than conquering it

• Darius was an excellent administrator
• He arrived at a finely tuned balance between 

central initiative and local administration
• Centralization

• Authority
• Persepolis
• Royal Road
• Standardized taxes

• Localization
• Satraps
• Tolerance



The Palace of Susa

• Builders used sun-dried bricks

• Cedar timbers were brought from Lebanon
• Gold was used from Sardis and Bactria
• Lapis Lazuli and Carnelian were inlaid in the 

work

• Turquoise, silver, ivory and other items were 
also used



Persepolis: Ancient Capital

• What archaeological evidence provides the most information about ancient Persia? 
Persepolis!

• What is important in Persepolis?
• Persepolis has a ceremonial and administrative complex.
• Built by Darius I and Xerxes between 521 and 465 BCE
• Persepolis was a heavily fortified complex of royal buildings that stood on a wide 

platform overlooking a vast plain.
• What happened to Persepolis? 

• Persepolis was razed (destroyed) by Alexander the Great in a symbolic gesture showing 
the destruction of the Persian Empire.

• Some historians believe this was an act of revenge for the Persian sack of the 
Athenian Acropolis in 480 BCE.

http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/PA/IRAN/PAAI/IMAGES/PER/PD/3C8_72dpi.html


Approaching the citadel 
of Persepolis

• How would someone approach this citadel?
• To enter the city, a person approached 

a monumental gateway (the Gate of 
All Lands – referencing the harmony 
of the people of the vast Persian 
Empire).

• Assyrian-inspired man-headed winged 
bulls flanked the great entrance.

• A broad ceremonial stairway allowed 
individuals to access the platform and 
the royal audience hall (apadana).

• The apadana could hold 10,000 guests 
at one time.

• The chief feature were the 36 colossal 
columns – made of stone.

• Each column had a tall base with ring 
of palm leaves, a 57’ shaft with 
flutes, and enormous capitals.

• Capitals had animal protomes (head 
and upper torso) that were almost 7’ 
tall.



Capital from 
the Apadana of 

Darius and 
Xerxes



Wall Decorations 
at Persepolis

• The walls and staircase leading to the 
apadana were decorated with reliefs:
• Representations of processions of 

royal guards
• Persian nobles and dignitaries
• Representatives from 23 subject 

nations dressed in traditional 
cultural attire: Medes, Elamites, 
Babylonians, Egyptians, and Nubians…

• The leaders of these nations are 
shown bringing tribute to the Persian 
king.

Please read Persepolis (pg. 50-51)


